STRANGE VISITORS. 13

engines to be slowed. Her occupants thereupon redoubled
their efforts, and came paddling towards us, shouting and
making the most frantic gesticulations, one man waving a
- skin round his head with an amount of energy that threat-
ened to upset the canoe. This frail craft, upon a nearer in-
spection, proved to be made only of rough planks, rudely
tied together with the sinews of animals; in fact, one of

Bartering with Fuegians

the party had to bale constantly, in order to keep her
afloat. We flung them a rope, and they came alongside,
shouting ¢ Tabdco, galléta’ (biscuit), a supply of which we
threw down to them, in exchange for the skins they had
been waving ; whereupon the two men stripped themselves
of the skin mantles they were wearing, made of eight or
ten sea-otter skins sewed together with finer sinews than
those used for the boat, and handed them up, clamouring



